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CASCO BAY ISLAND TRANSIT DISTRICT
P.O. BOX 4656 • PORTLAND, MAINE 04112

(207) 77 4-7871

ELECTION OF DIRECTORS

The Casco Bay Island Transit District will conduct its annual elections on Tuesday,
May 4, 1999, (the same day as Portlsnd City elections) to f ill four vacancies on the
Board of Directors . Directors' terms are staggered so that some expire every year.
The term of office is three years for the three directorships expiring this year: (1) Peaks
Island, (1) Little Diamond, and (1) Great Diamond. The resignation of the Cliff Island
Director, ( effective May 1999), opens up one additional seat for election. The Cliff
Island directorship has one year left to fill. Each of th ese four seats must be filled .
Candidates must be residents or property owners of the isl,and they wish to represent.
Candidates must obtain the sign2tures of at least twenty (20) currently registered island
voters (i.e., registered to vote in any island precinct) on nomination petitio ns.
Candidates are advised to obtain more than twenty signatures, as some must invariably
be disregarded because the signer is not a registered island voter at the time. A
nomination petition provides spaces for twenty-five (25) signatures.
Petition forms are available during normal business hours at the CBITD ticket office at
the Casco Bay Ferry Terminal, 56 Commercial Street, Portland. Forms must be
returned to the office, properly filled out and notarized, no later than 5:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, April 13, 1999.
This is a significant opportunity to help shape th e policies of the District, which affect all
of our daily lives, and thus make a significant contribution b our island community. At
the verv least. be sure to vote!
Eugene Taylor
Clerk, CBITD Board of Directors

Car Ferry
The car ferry is expected to be out of service until April 1 5. Alternate
barge service is available by arrangement with Casco Bay Lines on
Tuesdays and Fridays. Telephone 774-7871.

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION NEWS
~~e City cf Portland is conducting an info~rnational meeting on
the vote scheduled for May 4 on a proposal to use a professional
sharpshooter to reduce Peaks Island's deer population. The meeting
... will be held Saturday, April 10, at 1 p.m. at the Peaks Island
Scho o l.
Among the presenters of information about the proposal
will be Kathy Ianicelli of Monhegan Island, who will discuss her
island's experience, Jerry LaVigne of Maine Inland Fisheries and
Wildl i fe, Annette Naegel of the Island Institute, and Isiand
Admin i strator Larry Mead.
Both registered voters and property
cwner s who are not registered Maine voters will be eligible to vote
~n t t:s issue, either in person on May 4 or by mail.

The proposal to build senior housing on the land of Helen
Denham has been dropped because of objections by abutting property
owners.
Investigation of other possible sites continues.
The
se n io ~ center will be able to continue renting its present ~eeting
space.
The Peaks Island Neighborhood Association donated twenty-five
dollars to Peggy Astarita's "Cookie Capers" group, which delivers
bags of homemade cookies to some island residents several times a
year.
Ic urges others to support this effort.
'I'he terms of three members of the PINA Steering Cammi t tee
expire in July.
Anyone wanting to become a candidate for one of
these places should speak to Judy Piawlock, Nominating Committee
Chair.
The next PINA general meeting will be held on Tuesday, April
13, at 7:30 p.rn. at the Corranunity Center.
Agenda items will be
posted on the PINA bulletin board .

.tr"'r
.THE FIFTH MAINE REGIMENT COMMUNITY CENTER
P.O. BOX 41, PEAKS ISLAND, MAINE 04108

Spring is almost here and the Fifth Maine is busy preparing for _w_h~t we hope will be another busy
and successful season. In June we will be opening another exhib1t1on room on the second floor to
house a new exhibit, 171e Coney Jslmul ofMaine: Peaks Island 1880-1920. We ~ave gathered some
interesting items and photographs for the exhibit but would welcome others. In particular, we ~re
looking for a sign from one of hotels or steamboats and a swee_tgrass basket made by the Native
Americans who camped on Peaks early in the century. Anything from the Greenwood Garde_n
amusements would be great, too. If you have an item that you are willing to loan or donate for this
exhibit, please contact Kim Maclsaac at 766-5514. Thanks!
·

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MOHTH' S STAA: Saturday, April 24. Bring
_a rticles to the Library, copy ready, single-spaced, please. You
may put them in the bookdrop when the library is not open.

\

Celebrate With Us
The Friends of the Peaks Island Library
Invite You to an Open House
at the library, Tuesday, April 13
3 PM to 7PM
Anyone who needs a ride, please call the library.

In Honor of National Library Week
******************************************************

*
129 Island Ave.
OPEN: Tues. 2-8

Library

News

*

"In the Community Building"
766-5540
Wed. 10-4
Fri. 10-2
Sat. 8-12 noon

Adult Book Discussion: will meet Tuesday, April 6, at 7 PM in the
Community Room to discuss Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle. Roberta
Deane will facilitate the discussion, and the Peaks Island School fifth
graders will be our special guests. For May, we will read Reeve
Lindbergh's memoir, Under a Wing. Please join us.
Children's Programs:
Wednesdays: 10:15: Pre-school Story Time;
Saturdays:
1 0:00:Lap-sit & Toddler Time
Thinking About College? Independent colleges and universities in
Massachusetts have a student information system at the following
website: http://www.massmentor.edu and you can access that site at the
library.
Thinking About Spring? Thought you might be. We have a good selection
of gardening books, including several new ones, as well as Horticulture
and Better Homes and Gardens magazines for you to check out.
Some of the New Books:
Fiction:
Maeve Binchy
Tara Road
Robin Cook
Vector
John LeCarre
Single & Single
Robert Parker
Hush Money
Nora Roberts
River's End
Nonfiction Natalie Angier
Woman: An Intimate Geography
Annie Di ll ard
For the Time Being
Betty Degeneres Love, Ellen: a Mother/Daughter Journey
George Mitchell Making Peace
Alex Kates Shulman A Good Enough Daughter

26 Sterling Street

PO Box 52

Mercy-Maritime Family Practice
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday- 8:30 -4: 30
Wednesday, 11:30 to 7:30

Dental: Dentist: Monday, April 12; Hygienist: Wednesday, April 21. Call
Robin at 874-1025 for an appointment.
Podiatrist: Dr. Dorsey will be here Wednesday, June 2. Call 761-3889 for
information or an appointment.
Dr. DeGrinney will have island office hours, \Yednesday, April 7. Phone the
Health Center (2929) for an appoinbnent.
Acupuncture: \\'ednesdays, April 14 and 28 ( the second and fourth
\-Vednesdays of each month). Call the Health Center (2929) for an appointment.
·
Activities for Health
Weight Watchers: For information,, call Grace Wright (2635).
low-Impact Aerobics continues 'Wednesdays, 11:30 to 12:30, and Fridays, 3:00 to 4:00,
in the Community Room. Everyone is welcome.

Stop Smoking?
The Mercy Maritime Family Practice is sponsoring an informational meeting
on how acupuncture can be used to help people stop smoking. Diana Sainte, a
licensed acupuncturist who offers acupuncture twice a month at Peaks Island's
health center, will be the presenter. The meeting will be in the Community Room at
6:15 PM on Wednesday, April 14. Anyone is welcome.

STAR OF THE SBA
STUDIO'S
OUR SINCERE THANKS TO ALL ST UDE!JTS AND :OARE:-JTS AND PATRONS FOR
YOUR SUP:!?ORT OF OUR IRISH SHO\l. BOTH STUDIO'S (RIV:SRTml AND DEAKS) PUT
o ;;i- A.N EXCELENT PERFORM..ZI..NCE, TH:S AUDIENCE W:-!ERE VERY RES1?mJSIVE, AND T HANKS
TO ALL WE WILL BE SENDING A $100 CHECX TO THI: C!-IILDRENS CANCBR PROGRZI...MS
IN PORTLAi~D. THlu-JKS AGAIN FOR YOUR SUPPORT.
DA:JCE CLASSES ,nLL RESUME ON MONDAYS 3. 30pm.AT '!'HE COM.MmJITY PEAKS
ISL/1.!'-JD, AND ON WEDNESDAYS AT RIVERTON SCHOOL, ?ORTLJl.ND.
Pi-IONE .:5:.T ?EA..~S
766-2727, ~m AT RIVER'I'mJ 874-8455 .
OUR THEME FOR THE SPRING SHm-;r IS "CALENDER GIRLS" (DANCE GROUP).
ANYONE ~vISHING TO JOIN OUR THEATRE GROUP ARE MOST WELCOME, h'E NEED
MEN, WOMEN, CHILDREN FOR OUR M.A.:JY PLAYS \1E HAVE FOR FUTURE SHOWS, ALL
;'lE NEED IS YOUR COMMITMENT. NEXT PLAY
"CHILDREN OF T:rn CALENDER':FOR
OUR C!IILDRENS THEATRE GROUP---7yrs AND UP THRU. T r.E~S~PBAKS STUDIO,
MONDAYS AT 4.45pm. ADULTS PLEASE CALL FOR INFO. ON NEXT PLAY, HE NEED
YOUR SUPPORT.
MUSICALLY YOURS
DOREEN AND CO.
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766-5606/766-5742
The nex1 meeting of the Friends of Peaks Island Animals will be on Tuesday, June 15,
1999, at 7 p .m., in the Community Center. AJI are welcome.
Dr. Tim Friel's Island Veterinary Clinic will be held on Saturday, April 24. at the
Community Center. Times for the general clinic v..-ill be 11 :30 a.m.-2 p.m. for dogs. and
2-3: J5 p .m. for cats. If your pet needs nothing but a rabies shot, please bring it from
3: l 5-4:30 p.m. All dogs should be on leashes; all cats should be in carriers or leashed.
Prices and services offered will be the same as last year (watch for posters) . For more
information, please call Westbrook Animal Hospital at 797-4747.

CASCO BAY GARAGE

54 Commercial Street P.O. Box 7525 Portland. Maine 04 11 2 (207) 76 1-959 1

March 22, 1999
Dear Casco Bay Garage Patrons,
Spring is finally here and this means the winter parking program will be ending soon--April 30th
to he exact Parking cards may be turned in at the booth where you will receive a receipt for the
card. Card deposits will be refunded on our usual check processing dates of the I 0th and the
25th of each month. Please let us know if you have changed your mailing address. Anyone
interested in a winter space for next season should call our office. I will record your name and
phone number and will contact you in the fall. Currently there a.re over 50 people waiting for
year round spaces at the garage.
With spring also comes our spring cleaning. This means that during the month of April you will
occasionally see sections of the garage roped off Please do not try to park in these areas. If you
find an orange cone by your car please place it in the parking space after you have backed out so
that our attendants can sweep the spa ce. Thank you for your cooperation.
Please call w ith any updakd information regarding your vehicles or with any questions about
your account. Our office is open from 7:30 to 4 :30, or you can leave a message and I v.111 get
back to you as soon as possible.
Ruth Demers, ruthd@ maine.rr.com
Casco Bay Garage

CATHOLIC CHARITIES MAINE
PEAKS ISLAND CHILD DEVELOPMENT CE~TER

r.o. B('X 7 •

-;-1 Hc~ 1:·...-. -\\"t';ille . r~.,._ , hl.-, .:l . \! :li ne.' 04 ;,"'~-,:\.Y7
Ph0n1:: 2C~-~C'0-~ ~54 • Fa x: 2~1 ~-166-2739

We have had an incredible multi age project happening here .. the recreation of
King Ludwig II's Neuschwanstein Castle, one of the most fantastic buildings
ever dreamed up 1 King Ludwig of Bavaria was the patron of composer
R.ichard Wagne,- and made Wagner's operas and the Gennan legends that
inspired them the theme for his castle. It took I 7 years to build (18691886).. we were ,1 bit faster! Our youngest children have painted boxes and
tubes ..our older c:hildren have recreated blueprints and designs! The unveiling
happened on M:1rch 31 .. it now stands majestically in our from vestibule ..stop
t,~ and , :e\, it any1 ine. Mon-Fri- be!\\ ten 8.-\M-6PM. It is rruly 2mazing 1
V./e' ve also enjoyed listening to Wagner's compositions as we work on the
castle.

BY KIRA CLINE
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PLAYGROl.TP continues each Wednesday morning from 10:15-I IAM-a time
ior infa:ilS 'toddlers :Jarents 'carefivers to come and enjoy our
playspoace ..offerd on a DROP L-.; BASIS .. ~O FEE OR REGISTRATION
inrnl\"ed.
;
APRIL DATES ARE: April 17, 14, 28.
BIG THA'.'.'KS to Robin Walden, Sue Carlson. Rose Ann Walsh. Robin Carr,

ar.d Virginia Hom who all helped to staff our center so staff members could
ha\e a ,acati0n. Our island and center is going to be represented at the First
World Forum on Early Care and Education.! Janine Blatt, our Program
Director, has been asked to be part of a panel discussion about "Promoting
Early Childhood Programs in Rural and Remote Areas" .. other presenters are
from Nepal and Australia ..this happens April 5-9 in Honolulu! Our community
FOOD PANTRY remains available to anyone in need of supplemental
food .just give a call or stop by.

Peaks Island Elementary School
Kindergarten registration and health screening will be held at Peaks Island
School on Thursday, April 29th from 9:00-2:00 for all children who will be five years
of age on or before October 15, 1999. Please call the school at 766-2528 to make an
appointment. You will need to bring: an official birth certificate, Social Security card
and immunization records. If you or your child are unable to attend on that day,
please give us a call and ,we will try to make other arrangements.
Peaks Island School teachers will host a Science Night on April 14 from 6:458:00 in the school gym. Various science stations will be set up for children to
participate and observe science experiments. All are welcome.
The Longfellow School chorus will be joining the Peaks Island School chorus
for a concert at the Peaks Island School on June 1 at 1:30. Again, all are welcome.
We are always looking for reading mentors. Please contact Susan Carlson at
766-2528 if you have at least one-half hour per week to read with a child.
SENIORS
At our March meeting, 50 seniors met for the best St. Patrick's
boiled dinner in the world, thanks to Carolyn Parker and her helpers.
After that meal we were well able to lift our voices (all Irish,
of course) in the lilt of appropriate tunes, under the direction of
Bob Willwerth .ith Jan Pennel- S~ ith at the piano.
Our next potluck lunch will be on April 12th at the Brackett Me morial Fri e nd s hip Hall.
It will be Spring showers, perhaps, but NO
snow and ice! (Maybe)

BRACKETT MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Church Street
Rev. Johanne Dame, Minister
766-5013 (REVDAME@aol.com)
Worship and Church School each Sunday at 10:00 am, Coffee Hour at 11:
Maundy Thursday Service of Tenebrae
Easte.r Sund:::iy Sunrise Service at Whaleback
Easter Sunday Community Breakfast
Easter Sunday Worship Service

April 1
April 4
April 4
April 4

7:30 pm
6:00 am
6:30 am
10:00 am

March Madness Craft/Tag Sale has been rescheduled to Sat. April 17th 9 am - 2 pm.
Call 766-5012 to rent tables ($10 each).

St. Christopher's Rom an Catholic Church
The Rev. Robert Bouchard, Priest

766-2585

Holy Week and Easter Services (April 1 - 4): Maundy Thursday, 4PM
Good Friday
Stations of the Cross 3 PM
and
Communion, 4 PM
Easter Sunday 9 AM

JOB OPPORTUNITY
TEIA Youth Program Instructor
Looking for a summer job right here on the island?!
The TEIA "club"is seeking someone to direct the youth program
this summer. This position requires an energetic person who
enjoys kids of all ages (6-16 years of age) . You will be
responsible for the children's camp three mornings a week as
well as organized afternoon and evening activities for those
10 to 16 years of age. This July/August job will involve a
minimum of 32 hours per week Monday-Friday.
If you have experience in education and youth programming and
ar~ interested in working with children this summer, please
contact Kim Norton at (207) 766-2697.

THE CITY PAGE
Larry :Mead, Island SerYices Administrator: 756-8288

VOTE ON DEER SHARPSHOOTER SET FOR l\iA Y 4TH

The City Council authorized a vote by Peaks Islanders to determine whether a sharpshooter will
be engaged to reduce the size of the deer herd on Peaks Island. The decision to hold a vote is a
follow-up to the re sults of the Fall '98 survey ,:vhich indicated that over 80% of respondents
believed that the number of deer on the 1s!and was too high and that it had become a problem for
the island. Specific concerns cited by a large majority of people in the surYey included; damage to
wooded areas and loss of plants and trees in the understory on the island, destruction of gardens
and landscaping around homes, concerns about deer/car collisions, and the potential for spread of
lyme disease.
The deer herd on Peaks Island is much larger than the recommended size of 20-3 0 recommended
by state wildlife officials. No one knows exactly how many but the numbers very likely equal or
exceed 150 based on estimates made by the state several years ago and by the numbers of deer
removed by hunting from neighboring Cushing Island and Great Diamond Island in the past few
years. Deer overpopulation affects vegetat ion. Deers eat vociferously, leaving little behind for
small animal and bird habitats and reducing the population of other species. As long as enough
· plant !ife remains for food needs the herd continues to grow in numbers. When the food supply is
reduced or not adequate, deer v.rill become undernourished and birthrates will decline. Some will
die from starvati on.
What Constitutes a Sharpshooter Program? Who Does the Shooting?

The City and/or State would contract with a professional with experience in reducing deer herds
in populated areas. The individual we are considering, Tony DeNicola, is well qualified, having
carried out simil ar reductions in nume:-ous areas; New Hampshire (Leng Island, 1'H-I), Indiana,
Virgini2. Connecticut , :\ew York, and ~1onhegan Island, M2.ine. Mr. DeNicola is a marksman
and an expert in firearms. In addition, and as important, he has an MS in Forestry (Yale) and a
PhD in Wildlife Ecology (Purdue) with a concentration in Whitetail Deer. His business is not just
sharpshooting but e?-.."tends to wildlife management.
The sh2:-pshoo1ing operation would be conducted in the winter months. Safety is of the utmost
concern. Time ,\·ill be taken to e?-.."tensi\'ely survey the entire habitat on the island. Preparation
time is by far th e predominant component of the operation . Aerial photos are used in conjunction
with field work to specify the location of all houses, roads and other areas of use by people. Bait
sites are selected in consultation with the City and State based on safety considerations and deer
activity. The entire operation will span a week to ten days, with 2-3 days used t9. actually take
deer. Fi eld operations are conducted during hours of lowest human activity. Night-vision
equipment and sile ncers are used to minimize disturbance to resi~ents. Fireamis ar.d am,77ur:ition
are selected carefully to insure the most humane treatment possible for selected deer. It is verv
rare that more than a single bullet is needed to bring down a deer. All deer carcasses are
tran sported and dressed by the contractor with the highest possible discretion. Deer meat will be
ground and donated to the Hunters for the Hungry program for distribution to non-profit food
centers and shelters.

What Happens to Manage the Deer Population After the Sharpshooting Program

The City and/or State will work in consultation with the island community to design a follow-up
· aeer management program. This will occur after the vote and before a sharpshooting operation.
Management will be critical in order to prevent the unregulated growth of the deer herd from
occurring again. The City is considering contracting with Mr. DeNicola, or similar expert, to help
with the design of a management plan.
How Will the Vote be Conducted?

May 4th is election day in Portland. The referendum will be administered by the City Clerk's
office. Ballots will be mailed to every registered voter and propertv owner on Peaks Island
sometime in early April. The ballots will need to be returned no later than May 4th. Each voter
must sign the return envelope in order to maintain the integrity of the election. Ballots themselves
will be anonymous. Registered voters mav choose to vote directly at the polls on May 4th, when a
municipal election is held. If a registered voter decides to vote at the polling place at the
Community Center he/she need not return the mailed ballot. All ballots will be recorded by the
City Clerks office when received and compared with voting lists from election day in order to
insure that No one votes twice. If a majority of those voting favor the use of a sharpshooter the
City Council would then need to amend the existing City ordinance to permit conduct of the
sharpshooting operation.
BALLOT QUESTION WILL APPEAR AS FOLLOWS:

Do you support the use of a qualified sharpshooter to reduce the deer herd
on Peaks Island by a number to be determined by the State and City
administration following consultation with islanders?

PUBLIC FORUM TO BE HELD ON APRIL 10
THE CITY WILL SPONSOR AN Il\1FOR.J.v1ATIONAL FORUN1 ON SATURDAY, APRIL
l0TH @ lP::vI AT THE PEAKS ISLAl"'\JD ELEi\1ENTARY SCHOOL. REPRESENTATIVES
FROM THE CITY Al~TI STATE WILL BE PRESENT. THE PURPOSE OF THE FORill/1 IS
TO Al'-ISWER QUESTIONS ABOUT THE POSSIBLE SHARPSHOOTER PROGRAlvL ALSO
0 1' HA:."'\JD WILL BE A RESIDENT FROM MO!'--irIEGA.'-J ISLAl"'\JD WHO WAS INVOLVED
WITH THE SHARPSHOOTER PROGRAL\1 THERE.

FREE DIABETES SCREENING
Me rcy Maritime Fa~ily Practice is offe ring a free diabe t es scre e nin g
at Peaks Island's health cen ter, Friday, Ap ril 30, 9 AM to 3 p;1.
If yo u are over 45, overweight, h ave a fam i ly hi s t ory of di abe tes
or do n ot ge t regu l ar exercise, you may be at risk for di abete s.
The s creening c on s ists of taking a small blood sample fr om your
fi n ger with immediate res ults. For information , ca ll 766 - 29 29

APRIL ACTIVITIES on PEAKS ISLAND
Sponsored by Portland Parks and Recreation
To reserve the Community Room, you must contact Denise (766-2970) at least two days in advance.
If Denise is not available, please leave a message at 874-8793 during regular business hours. If you
would like to put a display up in the Community Building, please leave a message for Denise at
766-2970. Please note: Denise will be on vacation from April 23 to May 3. See you on May 5th!!

• ISLAND HAPPENINGS - OPEN TO ALL ADULTS •
LOW IMPACT AEROBICS (with videos)
Every Wednesday (11 :30 am - 12:30 pm) and Friday (3:00 - 4:00 pm) in the Community Center.
Join Chris and Denise for this FUN activity!

LAUGHTER Is the BEST MEDICINE
Wednesday, April14

1:00 - 2:00 pm at the Community Center

Come join the fun as we watch Red Skelton as Clem Kaddiddlehopper, Freddy the
Freeloader, and Gertrude and Heathcliff. Marcel Marceau also stars in this video.

SPRING FEVER CRAFT WORKSHOP
Friday, May 7
1 :00 - 2:30 pm at the Community Center
Bring your own craft project to work on or learn a new craft. Crafts will include decorating terracotta
pots or making hand-stenciled notecards. Supplies will be available for a small lab fee (under $3).
Please bring a new kitchen sponge and any stencils you may have.

• OFF-ISLAND TRIP: OPEN TO ALL ADULTS •
Pre-registraion required . Sign-up sheet on the brown door in the Community Center.
Phone registrations begin on April 5. All trips have a small transportation fee.

LUNCH at the LOBSTER SHACK and SCENIC RIDE
Friday, April 16
10:00 am boat/no later than 2:15 pm return
Deadline to register is Wednesday, April 14.

• SPECIAL FAMILY-ORIENTED ACTIVITY •
SWIMMING at REICHE POOL from 1 :30 - 2:30 pm
Wednesday, April 21
12:45 pm boat/3:15 pm return
Cost: $1.00 per person . Children must be accompanied by an adult. Pool rules apply (children
under 4 feet tall and under 7 years old must be accompanied by an adult in the pool, on a one on one
basis). Limited transportation available. Deadline to register is Tuesday, April 20.
Summer is rapidly approaching. To make planning easier for you (and me), I would like to schedule
the summer activities as soon as possible. I will continue to have the "tried and true" trips - local
museums, strawberry picking, area concerts and shopping. There is a new playhouse in Arundel and
a variety of musicals are scheduled there. Matinees are offered one Wednesday and one Friday per
show. The shows are: Nunsense A-Men, Guys & Dolls, World Goes 'Round, The Taffetas and
Forever Plaid. Write-ups for each performance as well as the dates for the matinees are on my door in
the Community Building . Please use the "ballot" near the listing to let me know what you 'd like to do.
One bus trip may be planned if there is enough interest. A minimum of 35 people will be needed to
take a bus. Please let me know where you would like to go and we will try and gather the interest.
Again, look for the "ballots" on my door.
If there's any room on the calendar (and if there's any energy left!), a variety of "mystery" trips may
be planned. Leave a message for Denise (766-2970) with any ideas. Thanks for your support!

